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Orinda’s !rst “Build a Pond Day,” hosted by Garden
Lights Landscape Development on May 12th,

was a splashing success.  There were 20 people in
attendance; 4 Landscape Contractors, 4 Landscape
Designers, 2 (do-it-yourself ) homeowners, and 10
landscape laborers and foreman including 5 crew
members from Garden Lights.

The seminar began at 9am with nothing more
than a hole in the ground, a pile of dirt and lots and
lots of rocks in various weights and sizes.  Using the
professional Aquascape pond equipment and in-
stallation system the day ended ahead of schedule
at 4:20pm with water "owing down a triple falls
stream and into a 13 by 9 foot pond.  

Steve Lambert, owner of Garden Lights Land-
scape Development led the class in what he calls the
!ne art of water-scaping.  “One of the reasons I
wanted to hold this training day was to educate
people on proper pond design and installation,” said
Lambert.  “A good percentage of our pond business
comes from frustrated homeowners who have a fail-
ing pond in need of repairs or rebuilding.”  

Participants received instruction on how to
choose the best site for their water-feature and then
how to design and layout their pond.  Next the crew
demonstrated how to properly size and layout the
under layer and 45 millimeter pond liner.  The liner
had to be pushed into several !sh tunnels that were
dug into the sides of the pond and supported with
12-inch pipes.  These tunnels, along with several
rock shelves placed below the waterline, provide
hiding places for !sh that are being stalked by
heron.  They also serve as a place to cool o# for both
!sh and turtles when the pond is in full sun.  After
the pond liner had been completely covered with
rock and gravel the pond was !lled while everyone
enjoyed a lunch break in the Lambert’s backyard
garden.  

Around 1:30 construction on the stream and
waterfalls began.  “I’ve been collecting special
stones that have been kissed by water for about 5
years to one day add to my own water feature, said
Lambert.  “These rocks serve as the fall rocks and
look very natural in the stream.”  Participants assisted
with rock placement from pebble size stones to 700
pound boulders.  They also helped place underwa-
ter lights in the pond and stream to illuminate the
falls from behind.  Two bronze Crain sculpture lights
were wired and placed at the ponds edge.

When the waterfall was completed a 4000 gal-
lon per-hour pump was installed which pulls the
water across the pond then re-circulates it back up
to the top of the waterfall.
After the switch was "ipped to start the waterfall
"owing down the stream and into the pond there
were cheers and high !ves all around.  

The last step was to drain the pond back down
to a level low enough to place water plants includ-
ing; Waterlilies, water poppies, Marsh Marigolds and
Louisiana Iris into pockets that were dug during the

excavation phase.  The water level was then re-
turned to normal and four koi !sh were given a new
home.  

“I’ve installed hundreds of ponds for clients and
!nally found a way to make the time to put one in
my own yard by making it an educational opportu-
nity for colleges and water garden enthusiasts,” said
Lambert.  “Beside, I was tired of hearing  . . . when are
we going to get a pond? from my wife and two kids.”

On the Pond!

Moving the special rocks needs a strong arm

Installing the 4000 gallon per-hour pump

The pond is done and the water is running down the
triple falls stream
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Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

The Art of Pruning Japanese Maple

Workshop by world renown 
pruning instructor Yuki Nara
Moraga Garden Center

Free for fathers... and mothers too!

June 17th 2007 •  10 AM to 12 Noon 
Seating is limited, 

register in advance by phone (925) 376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured
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• Shrubs

• Garden Accessories

• Flowers

• Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713
- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell Nursery

Drainage Systems
French Drains

Subterranean Water Problems
Retaining Walls / Excavation

P.O. Box 478; Lafayette 94549 www.devengenzo.com

Call: (925) 930-7186
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86

since 1970
Lafayette

WINDOW WASHING  & 
RAINGUTTER CLEANING SERVICE

VOTED 
BEST IN LAMORINDA

(925)210-7400

• 15 Years Experience
• Insured

• Free Estimates
• Prompt Service
• Honest, Ouality Work

• Senior Discount
• Joseph Ryan / Owner

Have trouble keeping weight off?

Weigh 2 Health
Can help you find

& keep 
the healthiest you

•Physician diagnosis & treatment    
•Medications &/or supplements
•Medical meal replacements
•Mindful eating coaching 
•Solutions for stress, mood, sleep
•Personable, customized, simple

SUMMER SPECIAL 20% OFF FIRST MONTH

Call now for a 
free consultation 
(925) 658-2500

Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH
Bariatric & Preventive Medicine
953 Mountain View Drive,
Lafayette
www.weigh2healthmd.com




